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“Hospital Patient Libraries: Trends in Japan and the
World”
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Association. Librarian)

In Japan, since the beginning of the 21st century, medical
services based on informed consent have been implemented,
and the number of hospitals providing health and medical
information services to patients is increasing.

Patient library services are evolving to be conducted in
collaboration with other professionals.

Library services for patients typically fall into three
categories:

1)A single librarian serves both the medical library and the
patient library.

2) Two librarians alternate between the two libraries.

3) Some hospitals, such as the Shizuoka Cancer Center
(opened in 2002), have a dedicated librarian solely for the
patient library.

The use of the electronic library, which hold hundreds of
thousands of e-books convenient for people with reading
disabilities, is targeted at people with disabilities, making
it difficult for inpatients to use.

In 2024, the section of the International Federation of
Library Associations and Institutions (IFLA) dealing with
patient libraries was renamed for the fourth time to the
“Equitable and Accessible Library Services Section
(EALS).” This section addresses not only illness and
disability but also all minorities, including gender and
homelessness. It is a section that responds to a society of

diversity and inclusion.
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